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UM WOMEN GYMNASTS FINISH SEVENTH AT NCWSA 
REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
rosenthal/rb
3-15-77sports sports state + Big Sky
Information Services • University of Montana • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MISSOULA--
The University of Montana w o m e n’s gymnastics team finished seventh this past weekend 
at the Northwest College Women's Sports Association regional gymnastics championships at 
the Adams Field House on the UM campus. 17 teams competed for the team title, successfully 
defended by the Washington Huskies. Washington completed Friday's competition with a 
134.05 team total. Pacific University was second with a 132.25 score. UM finished the day 
with 120.75 points.
Washington exceeded the prescribed scoring minimum of 134.0 points to qualify for 
the Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women nationals April 1-2 in Mount 
Pleasant, Mich.
The individual title went to Seattle Pacific's Debbie Halle who accumulated 35.95 
points in all-around competition. She too will travel to Mount Pleasant for national 
competition. Halle outdistanced Pacific University's duo of Cindy Wacker (35.6) and 
Creslyn Drumm (35.3).
Montana's Marsha Hamilton completed the day with a 34.15 total, good for sixth 
place in the all-around competition. Hamilton's score was good enough to qualify for 
national competition; however, her chances of going are slim. A 34.0 score is the national 
minimum, but numerous women from ten regions in the country will score well over the 
minimum, and only 24 will be able to compete.
Hamilton scored an 8.7 on the uneven bars, 8.25 on the balance beam, 8.2 on the vault 
and 9.0 in the floor exercise.
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Saturday evening’s competition brought together the twelve best individuals from 
each of Fri d a y’s events, after the team and individual titles had been decided.
In that part of the competition, Hamilton finished fourth on the uneven bars and 
floor exercise and seventh on the balance beam.
"The entire competition went very smoothly," UM Head Gymnastics Coach Sharon Dinkel 
said. "Pacific University really gave Washington a run for their money and made the meet 
very exciting. I was pleased with our t e a m’s performance," Dinkel said. "I had hoped for 
a little higher finish than seventh, but the competition was so keen I really don't feel 
bad about our showing. Seventh is still the highest we've ever finished in regionals and 
I thought that in general this was our peak performance of the season."
Dinkel is understandably happy that her entire squad will return next season.
"Although Marsha is a senior, she has another year of athletic eligibility left as does 
Carol Thompson. We have a group of experienced gymnasts returning with a group of improving 
ones. Kris Malcolm of Missoula, Bobbie Vischer and Michelle Wilson have improved 
tremendously and should be very good next season."
In addition to that group, Dinkel returns Gail Dana, Sandy Sullivan, Maureen Wallace 
and Jeannine Mehrhoff next year.
"We should be stronger and more experienced next season," Dinkel said.
Dinkel had words of praise for Ham i l t o n’s weekend performance. "Marsha put it all 
together and had a super weekend," Dinkel said. "She hit on every event and I was really 
proud of her."
Dinkel said with the end of the season, she'll be looking at high school gymnasts who 
may be potential college performers.
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